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ations afterwards to be attended-to in a legal manner by the
justiciary. Delightfully solemn and futile effort of a charm-
ing woman. Well, it failed; not on account of the female
peacocks of Ferrara, but by reason of the very skewbald
harlequins whose propriety arid purses it had aimed to
benefit. How many denunciations secretly were dropped
into Duchess Lucrezia's precious box, how many scandal-
ized fathers, husbands, and lovers, sneaked about their
daughters, wives and lemans, is not known. Only one thing
is known,—there was not a justiciar in all the duchy of
Ferrara, married or unmarried, who dared even to allude
to, much less to act upon, the said- denunciations, and en-
force the law.
On the twenty-fifth of August 1509, the Duchess Lu-
crezia gave birth to a second son, Don Ippolito d'Este,
named after his uncle the heraklean Cardinal; and who, in
after years, became Archbishop and Cardinal of Milan.
All through 1508 and 1509 the war went on. In Decem-
ber of the latter year, a powerful Venetian fleet advanced
to the mouth of the Po, devastating the country on both
banks, and invading the duchy of Ferrara with frightful
atrocities. Duke Alfonso, hurrying to meet the foe, won a
glorious victory at Policella: but the war dragged on till
1512, keeping him in camp, away from his capital, which
almost exclusively was governed by the Duchess Lucrezia
(she bore Don Alessandro d'Este in 1511), assisted by
Cardinal Ippolito d'Este, now no longer a bandit, but
completely in the confidence and favour of his sovereign
brother.
On the fifth of February 1510 died the noble and
strenuous knight Don Pietro Gregorio Borgia of the Junior
Branch. He had been high in honour with Duke Cesare
de Valentinois "della Romagna since he saved him from the
clutches of the Christian King Charles VIII in 1495; and

